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 You may recall our newsletter cover of 2021, where children were pictured remotely connected to the 
Oakmont Carnegie Library from their homes due to Covid health restrictions.  It’s now 2023 and, as the above 
image indicates, the children are back!!!  So, this year we turn our attention to making their library room more 
“accessible and comfortable” as you will read inside. It was with your membership donations that we were able 
to provide new furniture and shelving for the children’s area.

      If you are a FOOL’s member, we thank you for your past generous support.  If not, please consider help-
ing us with a tax-deductible donation to maintain the continued quality of the children and young adult pro-
gramming at the Oakmont Carnegie Library.

             Joe Schweinberg  
         President, Friends of the Oakmont Library  

            Serving Verona, and Oakmont                 



2022 MEMBERSHIP ROSTER

We have made every effort to present the list of donors as accurately and completely as possible. If any errors have occurred, we apologize most sincerely.

Emanuel Aivaliotis
Barbara L. Alcorn
Marilyn Alexander
Donetta Ambrose
Sam & Dixie Anderson
Tina & Mark Antonucci
Olympia & Jim Arthur
Stephen L. Barker
Jan & Jim Beiber
Ellen Berger
Maureen & Leo Bidula
Frank A. & Catherine A. Bonaroti
Brigitte Bouchat
Dave & Cheryl Brankley
Peggy & Bill Bresnahan
Rick & Gerry Brown
Henry & Ann Buechli
Carol & Dan Burton
Kimberly Butler
Bruce & Marina Caffas
Richard Capozzi
Patricia B. Carr
Rosemarie Catullo
LaVerne T. Claus
Cynthia A. Clista
Noel E. Clive
Eileen Colianni
Patrick & Frances Connolly
Richard & Mary Contestabile
Alice & George Coulter

David M. Dapra
Carolyn Davis
Moira M. Davison
Debra & Frank Dermody
Christine A. Dietrick
Evelyn Doelfel
Jack & Sharon Eaton
Darleen S. Eden
Minda R. Fall
Shirley Fazio
Kevin L. Flynn DMD
Dr. H. F. Flynn, Jr
Jane W. Foster
Lucy Gregory
Alexandra Gregory
Patricia B. Hamilton
Mary F. Hanna
Diane Harrell
Denise Heinle
Scott & Candace Hill
Loren Holt
Al & Barbara Jacobs
John & Karen Jacobs
Paula Jesion
Tom & Karen Joyce
Sue & Rich Kelly
Judith D. Kern
Biane Kidwell
Pamela M. Kimmel
Mary Louise Kissane
Matthew Kissane

Mark & Ginny Koenig
Barbara & Kevin Koszka
Maggie, Brendan, Gannon,  
    Chris Leech and Sara Ogren
Mary Ellen LoAlbo
David Lyle
Arlene M. Malky
Betsy Marcin
Chris & Sue Martin
Merrill & Maria McCrady
Bob & Diane McCutcheon 
Mary C. McGrellis
Ralph & Mary McIntyre
Dianna McKeag
Mary Lou McLaughlin
Brendan & Susie McLaughlin
Terence L. & Dolores H. Michaels
Carol Miller
Mary C. Molyneaux
Maryann Neeley
Dorothy A. Nixon
Steven A. Obenreder
Sorena A. Ostlund
Janet E. Parkins
Joanne & Bob Phillips
Mike & Denise Poole
Rena Mae Poppish
Rosemary Portera
Ross & Suzanne Potter
N. C. Radcliffe

Robert & Leslie Rametta
Deborah Robinson
Paul & Barbara Rocchini
Karen & Gary Rogers
Ruth Rowbottom
The Savio Family
Frances  Saxon
John H. Schaal
Richard C. & Joan S. Schneider
Diane & Tom Schorr
Joseph C. Schweinberg
Judy & Jeff Shields
Vincent J. Siciliano
Joan Sofish
Bob & Joan Stewart
Don & Jackie Stoner
Jim & Karen Sweetland
Carol S. Swift
Joann Tracktenberg
Denise Troll Covey
Sally Vasko
Gladys B. Vayda
Bernard E. Wallace
Mrs. Patricia A. Walsh
David & Cathy Watters
Bob & Dawn Whyte
Richard & Nancy Williams
Beth Williams
Margo K. Xidis
Bob & Cheryl Zentgraf

The Friends of the Oakmont Library are a non-profit orga-
nization whose mission is to provide financial assistance to 
the Oakmont Carnegie Library. This money is solely for chil-
dren and young adult programming which the library could 
not otherwise afford out of their budget.  Since 1992 we 
have raised almost $120,000.00.  This was accomplished by 
annual, tax deductible, membership donations through our 
newsletter, and the Friends of the Oakmont Library link on 
the Oakmont Library website.    

Thank you!



BUILDING FOR 
THE FUTURE

It’s the time of year when Oakmont Library looks back on our 
ongoing friendship with the Friends of the Library (FOOLs).  In 2022 
the FOOLs stepped up (again) and helped us with two big projects: our 
Maker Space and children’s room furniture. 

The Maker Space continues to grow, and the FOOLs helped us 
from the very beginning.  During summer reading in 2022 we used the 
space for programming and teaching.  This space gave us the opportu-
nity to expand our creative programming and reach community mem-
bers who were looking to try out a 3D printer or a Cricut. People have 
personalized mugs, created buttons for events and painted characters 
created in the 3D printer.  Through all this the FOOLs supported the 
library.

The children’s library has not had new furniture for decades.  
There are tables in that area that were from the original library (built 
in 1901).  The tables were adult tables with the legs cut in half so that 
they were at a good height for children.  We’ve replaced those tables 
with lighter tables and benches, sized for children.  The older tables 
are being used in other parts of the library and the new furniture is 
more age appropriate.  This year we’ve asked the FOOLs to help us 
purchase a mother/child workstation so that moms have a place to 
use a computer while their infants play right next to them.  

This ongoing 31 year friendship with the FOOLs is all about how 
we can support our library users.  Thanks to them, we’ve updated and 
improved library service to all of you!

Beth Mellor 
Director, Oakmont Carnegie Library

Alesis V-Mini - 25-Key USB 
MIDI Keyboard Controller 

with 4 Backlit Sensitive 
Pads, 4 Assignable 

Encoders and Professional 
Software Suite Included

Café Tables and Chairs 
for Group Work Area

THROUGH YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP  

From the Children’s Librarian at  
Oakmont Carnegie Library

Thanks to generous donations from Riverview’s Tenth Street 
Elementary Second Grade Read-a-Thon, The Friends of the Oakmont 
Library and the Oakmont United Methodist Women, the Oakmont 
Carnegie Library’s Children’s Department has been able to build a 
much-needed resource! We have been able to purchase materials 
for children and teens with dyslexia, visual impairment and for those 
experiencing visual literacy challenges. These materials include a 
juvenile large print collection, books written in dyslexic font, books 
on MP3, books on CD, WonderBooks for all reading levels, Vox early 
literacy books, and Launchpads. 

 WonderBooks and Vox books combine the print word with the 
spoken word through a ready-to-play audiobook attached. Launch-
pads offer literacy help through tablet-based learning at the child’s 
own pace, and large print books can be paired with our MP3 and CD 
spoken materials if needed. We are so pleased to have the opportu-
nity to have these powerful tools to engage all children who enter 
our building by helping everyone to develop the reading skills that 
they need to be successful in school and in life, regardless of their lit-
eracy and learning styles. We have been given the gift of responding 
to our community’s needs through such wonderful generosity!

 
Thank you! 
Karen Crowell, Children’s Librarian

Children’s 
Benches

Small Book 
Display 
Carrels 

Large Book 
Display 
Carrels 
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This summer we will be releasing our 2023 EXPERIENCE 
KITS.  Each kit contains 4 free passes to a unique local his-
tory attraction and suggestions for other places of interest 
to the family.  For this program we partner with the Heinz 
History Center, so that our community has access to these 
local historical sites.  

So, pack up you family and set out on a historical 
adventure.   We always have passes for the Heinz History 
Center and will be getting information on what other 
historical sites will be included in this year’s programs.  

Beth Mellor
Oakmont Carnegie Library Director 

Let’s go to the Heinz!!!


