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COMPUTER PROTECTION
In the digital age, we have grown accustomed to doing everything
online. But that’s also left us vulnerable to misuse of our personal data.
From hackings to data breaches to unwanted tracking by marketers,
there’s a lot to be worried about. That’s why it’s
crucial to take steps to protect personal data —
and to know how to respond if your information is
compromised. Personal data is a valuable asset and
thanks to technology, it’s also vulnerable to exploitation. Anyone, especially our children, can fall prey to data breaches, phishing tricks, online scams and other types of cyberattacks.
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That’s why it’s so important to take steps to safeguard your
personal information by:

Creating strong passwords
Do not share your passwords with anyone except your parents
Not using unsecured Wi-Fi networks
Using two-factor authentication
Only using secure browsers
Limiting the information you share
https://www.consumernotice.org/wp-content/uploads/Internet-Safety-for-Kids-Guide-1.png

If you or your children are victimized, report the scam and take steps to minimize the damage.
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• Tell your children NEVER to share any personal information including your name, address, phone number, social security
number or home address.
• Do not post your photo on any sites
• Do not chat with strangers
• Do not open email from someone you do not know
• Do not respond to any email that makes you uncomfortable
• Tell a responsible adult about uncomfortable messages
• Never agree to meet someone you have only met online.
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The mission of the Friends of the Oakmont Library, a non-profit organization, is to provide financial assistance to the Oakmont Carnegie
Library for outside-the-budget children and young adult programming. Since 1992 the Friends raised over $110,000 through the annual taxdeductible membership drive and the Friends of the Oakmont Library link on the Oakmont Library website. Since the acronym for the Friends
of the Oakmont Library is FOOL, it was decided from the beginning to embrace this identity by using two jesters reading books on our
letterhead. This has become a symbol for people who support the Oakmont Carnegie Library, a library serving the children and youth of the
Oakmont and Verona communities. How appropriate that we begin our annual membership drive by sending this newsletter near our
founding anniversary of April Fool’s Day!

Fools Forum Spr. 2021_Layout 1 3/30/21 9:30 PM Page 3

A Message from the
Library Director

This has been such a strange year, and
we appreciate all the kind words you’ve
sent to us since March of 2020. One of the
things we are planning to do this year is to
direct funding for mobile hotspots. A
hotspot is a device that gives you internet
access. You can check the hotspots out for
3 weeks and use them for internet access
while at home or if you’re traveling. We
have ordered a few and will add to this
collection as we track how often they are
used. Our services to children during the
pandemic included virtual story times, take
and go craft kits and an outdoor story
stroll. We are continuing our virtual
children’s programming and adding in
virtual adult programing. To access the
virtual schedule, just go to the events
keeper calendar on our web site. To access
the virtual schedule, just go to the events
keeper calendar on our website. We have a
new Story Stroll beginning in April.
For adults we started new features on
Facebook that highlight new books in both
our general and best seller collections.
We’ve partnered with community
organizations to provide classes from
cooking to yoga at no cost to our library
users. The library is also open as long as
we keep numbers in building low. You can
call the library (412.828.9532) to see how
busy we are then come in to use a
computer or browse the collection. For
books you reserved, the library lobby is
open for pickup. There is no furniture on
the ﬁrst ﬂoor at this point, but you can
come in get your materials, browse the
collection, and use a computer and go.
• Lobby hours: M-Saturday 10 –2
Additional hours are available Tuesday
and Thursday evenings from 4-8.
• Squirrel’s Nest hours: 10-2 Fri.

• Computer hours: 10-2 M-T-W-F-S and
4-8 T and TH

• Library Browsing: 10-2 M-T-W-F-S and
4-8 T and TH

Beth Mellor

Director
Oakmont Carnegie Library

A Message from the President

In January of last year, the Friends of the Oakmont Library board met to discuss the
content of our April 1st 2020 newsletter with the expectation of reporting the library’s
accomplishments of great children’s and young adult programs from 2019 that your
membership sponsors. What a year it has been since then!
As we stated in our postcard sent out last April, the FOOL’s made the decision not to print
an annual newsletter that usually shows plans for the children’s and young adult programming
at the library and how your donations have supported those activities. When news of the
COVID-19 pandemic disrupted the lives of us all last March, what followed was the immediate
closings of stores, restaurants, churches and schools. We had a great concern asking for
donations at that time.
The Oakmont Carnegie Library was far from immune from the lockdown. The Carnegie
Library Association ordered their facilities closed mid-March. The Oakmont branch did not
function again until July 2020, and that was limited to curbside pickup. As the nation turned to
communicating via computers, I am proud to say our library continued to operate as a source
of information and learning. Our children’s librarian, Karen, provided over 140 virtual programs
for children and young adults and our library director, Beth, almost 80 programs for babies.
As we adapt to this new normal, we look back on the eﬀorts of the Oakmont library staﬀ
and what they continue to do. A full schedule of virtual programs continues now and can be
found on the library website. Speaking with Beth, I learned that the library has a goal to oﬀer
specialized technology that would help children to develop the 21st century skills needed for
the changing workforce demands. The FOOL’s would like to address this goal in 2021.
The mission of the Friends of the Oakmont Library has always been to provide services,
equipment, materials, books and programming that cannot otherwise be purchased through
the Library’s budget. The needed funding comes through this newsletter and your ﬁnancial
backing. If you are a member, I thank you for your past and continued support. If not a
member, please consider helping us maintain the continued quality of the children and young
adult programming at the Oakmont Carnegie Library.

Joe Schweinberg, President
Friends of the Oakmont Library serving
Verona and Oakmont
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A Great Reason to Join FOOL’S

or more than ﬁve years, The Oakmont Carnegie Library has been oﬀering creative STEM activities that tie into the school district’s curriculum. STEM
stands for science, technology, engineering and mathematics. These activities encourage inquiry, creativity, collaboration, and critical thinking, as well as increasing understanding of scientiﬁc processes. Children must develop the 21st
century skills needed for changing workforce demands. Using technology has become fundamental to our work. The development of tech skills in children is an essential part of our mission.
The Library has oﬀered STEM programs for school-age children at the library
and at the Verner Elementary School in Verona. But more materials and equipment is needed to advance our children to the next level. Purchasing more equipment and materials is one of the main goals of the FOOL’s this year. By becoming a
member or renewing your membership in FOOL’s, you will be helping our children
advance in STEM activities.

2019-2020 MEMBERSHIP ROSTER
Emanuel Aivaliotis
Marilyn Alexander
Donetta Ambrose
The Swann- Ambrose Family
Sam & Dixie Anderson
William & Joanne Anderson
Anne E. Baker
Jan & Jim Beiber
Patricia & David Berquist
Albert W. Biglan, M.D.
Greg, Pam & Taylor Billet
Patricia V. Black
Michael Blazer
Frank & Cathy Bonaroti
Brigitte Bouchat
Penny Bouris
Kathy Bowser
David & Cheryl Brankley
Brayer Family
Peggy & Bill Bresnahan
Joanne and Dave Brownlee
Ann & Hank Buechli
Barbara Burgman
Carol & Dan Burton
Joseph Huber & Lorraine Capozzi
Rose Catullo
Jim & Jackie Cimino
LaVerne T. Claus
Maggie Conte
Richard & Mary Contestabile
Carolyn Davis
Barbara Davis
Donna E. DeTurck
Patricia Diamond
Mary G. DiDiano
Christine A. Dietrick
Mary - Isabel Doak
Paula Doelfel
Jack & Sharon Eaton
Ryan Ehrlich
Nancy Falco
Frederick R. Favo
Jane W. Foster
Tom & Cindy Gaughan
Robert & Sandra Gentilcore
Barbara A. Giarrusso
Ralph W. & Dorothy K. Gilbert
Lucy Gregory
Terry Griﬃn D.M.D.
Robert & Joan Gundersen

Perrin & Nancy Haft
Mary F. Hanna
Quintin Hartwig
The Helton Family
Paul R. Herrle
John C. Higgins
Candace & Scott Hill
John & Sue Hodge
Charles & Audrey Holler
Loren Holt
Mr. & Mrs. John M. Jacobs, Jr.
Paula Jesion
Karen & Tom Joyce
Connie Kellner
Dan, Maria and the Kennelly Family
J. A. Kensinger
Maureen Ketterer
Biane Kidwell
Pamela M. Kimmel
Mary L. Kissane
Ralph Klug
Carol B. Knapp
Mark & Ginny Koenig
Barb & Kevin Koszka
John & Linda Kratsas
Ben & Adrienne Lear
Clete Lee
Barb & Joe Lee
Chris, Maggie, Brendan and
Gannon Leech
Mary Beth, Chris and the
Leech Family
Jackie & Jerry Longo
Thomas & Deneen Loughran
Stanley & Mary Jane Luczak
David Lyle
Louise B. Lytle
Machen Family
Arlene M. Malky
Mrs. Antonia Mangretta
Chris & Sue Martin
Bill & Kathy McCall
Beverly McCarrell
Merrill & Maria McCrady
Bob & Diane McCutcheon
Bill & Jan McGrath
Dianna McKeag
Mary Lou McLaughlin
Brendan and Suzie McLaughlin
and Family

Annamae Beardshall & Thomas J.
Mettrick
Jack & Shannon Meyers
Dulcie & Ralph Milcic
Margo Naus
Dorothy A. Nixon
Nancy Noyes
Deborah L. Ormay
Maria & Christopher Osborne
Janet E. Parkins
Linda P. Patterson
Bryan F. Peﬀer
Joanne Phillips
Ross H. & Suzanne N. Potter
Dorothy Pronio
Vince & Dolly Provenza
Linda Purtell
Judith H. Quaglieri
N. C. Radcliﬀe
Bill & Judy Reed
Deborah Robinson
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Rocke
August Savio
Richard C. & Joan S. Schneider
Diane & Tom Schorr
Joseph C. Schweinberg
Anne B. Shearon
Bob & Jan Shoop
Vincent Siciliano
Rhoda F. Sikov
Clyde G. Smith
Barbara Smith
Joan Soﬁsh
Tiﬀany & Jamie St. John
Carol S. Swift
Doris J. Tomlinson
Sally Vasko
Gladys B. Vayda
Verona-Rosedale Kiwanis
Bernard E. Wallace
Mrs. Patricia A. Walsh
David & Cathy Watters
William & Laura Wengerd
Pete & Myrna Wetmore
Mr. Lawrence H. White
Dawn & Bob Whyte
Richard A. & Nancy Lee Williams
Dan & Cassie Wright
Elaine Yialouris
John & Rita Young

We have made every effort to present the list of donors as accurately and completely as possible.
If any errors have occurred, we apologize most sincerely.

