
2005 MEMBERSHIP ROSTER
(As of March 15, 2005)

The Directors, Membership and Staff thank all who have contributed to the Friends Of the Oakmont Library

We have made every effort to present the list of donors as accurately and completely as possible. 
If any errors have occurred, we apologize most sincerely.

Anonymous
Margaret Aiello
Bob & Ruth Alcorn
Marilyn, Alexander, Frank & Robin

Almendinger
Lois & Harry Alverson
Dixie & Sam Anderson
Tom & Nancy Angerman
Ann & Ray Baila
Rose K. Barbe
Elizabeth Ann Bardes
Jan & Jim Beiber
George M. Bender
Mary P. Bender
Maureen & Leo Bidula
Mrs. Margaret H. Bierly
Virginia Bigenho
Pamela S. & Gregory A. Billet
Patricia V. Black
William G. & Anna J. Bland
Lori Curry & Carol Bluestone
Tom & Sandy Blythe
Bosser Family
Richard A. & Susan J Boulden
Carol Brand
David & Cheryl Brankley
Bob & Paula Brison
Richard W. Brown
Joanne and David W. Brownlee
Rita D. Bucci
Mr. & Mrs. Henry J. Buechli Jr.
Burket-Truby Funeral Home, Inc
Laura Burleigh
Carol & Dan Burton
Kimberly A. Butler
Gini Calabrese
Paula Calabrese, Ph.D
Shanan Cavanaugh
Emma A. Chew
Mr. & Mrs Richard Cichoski
Gloria C. Connelly
Patrick & Frances Connolly
Violet Z. Cooper
Keith & Marie Cornelison
Henry C. & Martha M. Corson
Gale & Ruth Crumrine
Lynn Cummings
Aimee S. Cupelli
Rose Curran
Annette & Randy Curti
Carolyn Czapor
Guy & Theresa D'Amico
Constance Dalton
Susan DeCroo
Bill & Harriet Deitch
Virginia Delle Donne
Mary C. DeWalt
Mr. & Mrs. G. Lewis Dexter
Mary G. DiDiano
Christine Dietrick
Carol A. Difatta
The DiPietro Family
Robert & Patricia Doman
Peggy Donahue & Family

Angeline & Edward Doyle
Mr. & Mrs. William Drew
Julie Dufal
Darleen & Ted Eden
Earlene & Ernie Edson
Mrs. William J. Edwards
Bernard J. Eggert
Robert & Roberta Erickson
Nancy Evanoff
Cree Eves
Vincent & Jeanne Fair
Robert & Maureen Farmer
Mr. & Mrs. Fredrick R. Favo
Jo Ann Ferrante
Rebecca C. Fisher
The Fitchwell Family
Neal Flowers Family
Marion & Bill Flynn
Kevin L. Flynn DMD
Mr. Edward Foote
Margaret H. & Jane W. Foster
Vic Friday & Sue Goodwin
Florence Friedman
English-Bertucci Funeral 

Home Inc.
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph F. Fusia
The Garda Family
Tom & Cindy Gaughan
The Genovese Family
Kim Gess
Barbara A. Giarrusso
Agnes Gmerek
Nancy Ann Gorman
Mathew & Lucy Gregory
George & Alexandra Gregory
Terry & Lynne Griffin
Dorothy M. Grubbs
Betty A. Hackett
Dave & Maureen Hanekamp
George H. & Sue Harbison
James G. Harper
Diane Harrell
Janice M. Harvanek
Michael & Leslie Heilman
Bill & Rose Henry
Cynthia Herbeck
Paul R. Herrle
Donald W. Hibbitts
Lois Hlavac
L. Loren Holt
Mrs. Loretta M. Holtz
Stephen & Shirley Hoops
Mary C. Hornick
Raymond Houck
Wendy & Chris Hudack
John B. Huot
Bob & Lisa Hyland
Mr. & Mrs. John Jacobs
Mr. & Mrs. Chester A. Johnston
Jean Louise Jones
Robert & Mary Keefer
Kathleen Kefalos
Rich & Sue Kelly
Ms. Helen Kendall

Sally & Allan Kennedy
Phyllis Klara
Rodger & Carol Knapp
Mark & Ginny Koenig
Doris M. Kopac
Ethel Kornuchuck
Barbara & Kevin Koszka
Mary Jo Kremer
Gertrude Kubit
Marjorie C. Kuhn
Patricia Lance
Ruth Hawker Leinhos
Frank & Charity Leonette
R. E. Lewis
James Liberto
Mary Ellen LoAlbo
Lois B. Lukens
Paul & Elizabeth Lyle
Joni & Vince Mainier
Arlene Malky
Stella Marangoni
Barbara Marcus
Chris & Sue Martin
Carol & Joe Massaro
Marjorie J. Masterson
Dennis Mauro Family
Mazeski Family
Bob & Diane McCutcheon
Bill & Jan McGrath
William K. McHenry Family
Dorothy Means
Bernice Middlemas
Judith A. Miller
Mary Molyneaux
George A. Monito
Elaine Morris
Rich & Joan Munion
Doug Myers & Family
Greg & Margo Naus
John & Peggy Nelson
Ms. Dorothy Nixon
Ms. Barbara Nolte
Rose M. Nowicki
Carolyn S. O'Shea
Kenneth E. Opal
Ernie & Carol Ovamio
John & Audrey Page
Val V. Parise
Tom & Peggy Patterson
The Patti Family
Carmen & Patricia Pellegrino
James F. Pernice
Pat Pfahles-Bauer
Jane Pizzuto
Rena Mae Poppish
Mr. & Mrs. Ross H. Potter
Matt & Tracy Provenza
Vince & Dolly Provenza
N. C. Radcliffe
Leslie & Robert Rametta
Abby Raskin
Bill & Judy Reed and Family
Barbara & Glen Ride
Deborah Robinson

Paul & Barbara Rocchini and Family
Mr. & Rev. Mrs. William Y. Rodewald
Rogers and DeTurck Printing, Inc.
Carole Roney
Mary Eleanore Rose
Lou & Peg Rossi
Mrs. Frank Rowe
Regina Ruskewicz
Angela M. Rydeski
Shirley Samaj
William C. Samec
August & Eleanor Savio
Frances Saxon
Ed & Cherie Scatena
Dr. Melvin M. Schiff
Joseph & Maureen Schiffgens
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Schorr
Kathy Schreiber
Dorothy Schweiger
Joseph C. Schweinberg
Caroline Seely
Miss Mildred E. Sefton
George & Sue Semencar
Bob & Jan Shoop
Virginia T. Short
Steve & Dot Shreve
Ms. Beryl Simons
Peter & Jeanne Siska
Kathryn & Ed Snyder
Stan & Joan Sofish
Betty & Don Steele
Annie Stefango
Joanne W. Stephenson
Bob & Joan Stewart
Florence M. Stout
Abraham Sudilovsky, M. D.
Robert Svitek
Margaret E. Swartwood
Mr. & Mrs. James Sweetland
John Templin
Mary Lloyd & George Thompson
Ernie & Lori Tillman
Russ & Jan Truby and Family
Dimitri Tsambis
Mr. & Mrs. William C. Urban
Gladys Vayda
Olyve M. Vinante
Estelle Walker
Mr. & Mrs. Robert R. Walsh
David & Cathy Watters
Mary E. Welty
Karin Welzel
Jeanne B. Williams
Robert G. & Marian Williams
Catherine M. & Rev. Stephen M.

Wilson
Amy Wise
Judy Wise & Daughter
Dorthy Wolslayer
Dorothy A. Wratcher
Margo Xidis
Pauline Yellon
Ellen R. & Harry E. Young
The Zentgraf Family
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This is an exciting time for staff and patrons of the Oakmont Library. The plastic will soon be removed from the Pennsylvania Street entrance.
What will be revealed will be a building twice the size of the original library, erected with a seamless design that doubles the inside space yet

preserves the classic look of a 1901 facility.  Being a Friend of the Oakmont Library (F.O.O.L.) you must be very proud.  Although the campaign
to add on the extension and the F.O.O.L’s annual membership drive are two separate programs, I assure you that your membership contribution
will be put to it’s best use. As you know, we pay for purchases of books, computer classes, children’s programs, and encyclopedias.  These are
items that would not be available if left to come out of the library budget. Thinking about how our additional purchases have effected the lives
of library patrons, I wondered if a child was inspired towards an exciting career by  one of our children’s programs, or if a person communicates
regularly with a relative via the internet with skills learned in one of our classes.  What was brought to my attention was a true surprise.   

When the construction on the library started, the FOOL’s decided to take digital pictures of the progress and link them to our library 
home page.  These photos started February of 2004 and were updated through the year.  I had heard of some positive feedback coming
from former area residents who have moved away and enjoyed the pictures.  What I did not expect is explained inside these pages.  How
something so simple has allowed a dislocated resident a chance to take a break from the realities of life, and experience a bit of home.
This is an example of where your membership contributions go. If you are a member, welcome back.  If not a member, now is a great
time to join. Experience the opening of our new library knowing that your annual dues make a difference in the lives of many people. 

Joe Schweinberg, President, Friends of the Oakmont Library

Recently, while reviewing the pledges and donations that we have in support of the Library campaign, it struck me as to how far reach-
ing the Oakmont Library has extended.  We have received support from Hawaii, Washington, California, Idaho, Texas, Minnesota,

Oklahoma and Arizona to name a few.  In all, former residents from over thirty five states have given back to Oakmont Library.  In addition
to those, we have had continued local support.  It is during this reflection that I realize how important the library has been and continues
to be for Oakmont residents.  For over one hundred years, the library has been serving all ages of our community.  I’m impressed with the
number of people who have fond memories of their library.  It may be that it is “just a view” of the outside that reminds them of living in
Oakmont.  It may be memories of spending countless hours in what one patron describes as “This is how a library should look and feel.”
Whatever it is, we hope to continue that tradition.  I have had numerous people say to me that the new building looks like it has always
been there.  With support from individuals and groups like the FOOL’s there is hope that for the next one hundred years we will continue
to have a library that this generation will look back to with fond memories.  Thank you for your support.

Dr. Terry Griffin, Oakmont Carnegie Library Board President

President’s Message



Construction Update/
Temporary Closing

Work on the inside of the “new” part of the library is pro-
gressing. The Community Room, kitchenette, and small meeting
room located on the lower level, are almost complete. The upper
level is taking shape with rooms being partitioned and painting
taking place. Soon the new circulation desk and shelving will be
installed. Once that has been completed, the library will close
for a minimum of 2 weeks. We expect this to occur around mid-
April. The staff and volunteers will move about 26,000 books
during those two weeks, as every book in the library will be
relocated.

While the library is closed, we urge you to visit one of our
neighboring libraries in Plum, Penn Hills, O’Hara or Springdale.
You may return materials there, or any other library in
Allegheny County, and also borrow items. This will be an oppor-
tunity to see what they have in their collections! Because we
will not have access to our circulation computers, the outside
book return will not be available while we are closed nor will we
be able to process telephone renewals. You can renew online at
www.oakmontlibrary.org or call the automated phone line on
your date slip. We will also have a grace period on late fees
after the library re-opens. The end is clearly in sight.

Volunteer Opportunity
— Greet Library Patrons —

The Library is looking for friendly  people  to  welcome  
users to our newly expanded library. If you are available 
a minimum of 3  hours  per week  and would  enjoy  this

type of interaction with the public,  please call
Dixie at the Library.   412-828-9532

Puppet show at the Park sponsored by the FOOLs.

Read with a friend at the library.

Thoughts about the Library from
Near and Far 

Our youngest patrons say:
“I think it will be nice, but why is it taking
forever?”                                   — Danielle, age 5

“I love the big machines always parked 
in your yard.”       — Zachary, age 4

“I think that it is excellent. Keep up the 
good work.”  — Meghan, age 12

“I love it so much. It’s exquisite to see. It has 
so much to choose from.  It’s so beautiful.”

— Erika, age 10 

“I think it is starting to look like a church.  
I think it’s going to be great!”         — Molly, age 51/2

From far away came the comments 
from our next patron: 

February 21, 2005
Dear Fools, 

Hello, my name is Elizabeth Marini (Betty).  I’m currently
stationed in Heidelberg, Germany serving my seventh year in the
U.S. Army.  I am a Military Working Dog Handler in the Military
Police Corps, and have included a picture of myself and my K9
partner, Max.  We work together in explosives detection and
security.  For instance, we recently worked during Secretary of
State Condoleezza Rice’s visit to Warsaw, Poland, searching her
motorcade and the areas she was to visit.  We also provided
security for President Bush’s 2003 visit to Normandy, France, for
the 60th Anniversary of D-Day.  I just wanted to take a moment
to say how wonderful it is to be able to go to the Library’s home
page and keep tabs on the construction, thanks to the FOOLs,
and also to be reminded a little of home.  I’ve lived in Oakmont
all of my life, and can remember stepping up on those creaky

 



Upcoming Events
The Allegheny County Library Association

has announced that its 3rd annual event for
One Book, One Community will be based on

Fanny Flagg’s novel “Fried Green Tomatoes” at
the Whistle Stop Cafe. The goal of One Book,

One Community is to encourage individuals
in our communities to read the same book

and participate in programs and discussions
during the same two-month period.
Oakmont Carnegie Library will sponsor Southern

Cooking Pot-Luck and Story Swap on April 10th and an
intergenerational Book Discussion on April 17th.
Due to construction, both events will be held at the

Oakmont Municipal Building from 2-3 pm.
The library will have multiple copies of the book (in regular and

large print), the movie (VHS and DVD), and the “Original Whistle Stop
Cafe Cookbook” available for patrons to borrow.

To learn more, visit www.onebookonecommunity.org

We all have a person we consider a hero, someone
we admire. Find your “hero” in one of these sites.

My Hero
www.myhero.com/

TIME: 100 Most Important People of the Century
www.time.com/time/time100/

Medal of Honor Citations
www.army.mil/cmh-pg/moh1.htm

steps stools to give a stack of books to Mrs. Carlin to check out.
I always remember her as a very nice woman, and on occasion
she would let me check out a couple more past the limit of ten
books.  Eventually I didn’t have to use the creaky step stools,
and was checking out books through Mrs. Beiber, who was just
as kind.  Mrs. Beiber later became my employer, and I worked as
a page at the Library putting away books and helping out
behind the desk when I could.  Let me warn you, it seemed like
without fail, after I would finally get the children’s books in
order, a young toddler would come right behind me five minutes
later and pull out handfuls of books at random.  That’s alright
though.  It always felt good to help someone that was looking
for a particular book, or needed some help on the newly
installed computers.  Anyways, I would just like to say that I am
delighted that the construction on the Library is coming along
so well, and again, it is always great to look on line and follow it
from all the way over here in Germany.  I will never forget the
Oakmont Carnegie Library and all that it has done for me. 

Sincerely, 
SGT. Elizabeth A. Marini
529th Military Police Company, K9
Heidelberg, Germany 

A final comment from a relatively new resident
and a member of The FOOL’s :

I have always been an avid reader and library user. I can
still remember how happy I was when I learned to print my
name – that was the prerequisite for obtaining my own library
card at my childhood public library. Everywhere I’ve lived, I’ve
sought out the nearest public library. It was no different when
I moved to Oakmont in 1997. I soon began to use the
Oakmont Carnegie’s resources, both in-person and on-line,
extensively. This time, though, I decided to give something
back by joining the Friends of the Oakmont Library. Eventually
I started to attend the monthly meetings to help out with
tasks such as getting the newsletter ready for mailing. I’ve
learned a lot about how this organization helps to meet the
library’s needs. I encourage you to join the FOOLs and get
involved – it’s a great way to contribute to a valuable
community resource!

Christine Dietrick

Betty and her special partner, Max.

Froggy visits the library. (A program sponsored by the FOOL’s.)

We know the children will be 
disappointed but due to 

construction, there are currently 
no scheduled children’s program. 
We do have plans for a fun-filled 

Summer Reading Club.

Keep posted at www.oakmontlibrary.org


